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I hope you had a good summer with some lazy days to recharge 
and are ready for cooler temperatures and a new schedule of 
classes! Our teachers are geared up and ready to go. You have 
the opportunity right before you to choose to work on and up-
grade your skills in graphite, alcohol ink, watercolor, colored 
pencil, and acrylic media. Where else can you take art classes for 
this low price except in Sun City? 
 
We have a special treat for our demo at our welcome back gath-
ering after the summer hiatus! Suzanne will be giving us a taste 
of her Zentangle class scheduled in November. If you’ve ever been 
intrigued to see what Zentangle is all about, come to our gather-
ing on October 21st and enjoy some pizza to boot! Please bring a 
side-dish or snack to share. 
 
Please take a look at the flyer on the desk regarding the scare-
crow project. Let me know if you are interested in helping create 
one for our club. 
 
We are so looking forward to seeing you at the gathering and 
getting started with the new fall session! 
 

 

Marion Wishnefski, Editor 
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October 2024 

Happy Fall! 
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As Halloween approaches and the creativity behind costumes continues to amuse us, here’s a look back at 
the evolution of that critical piece, the mask. Masks allow the wearer to become someone else and because 
they conceal part of the face, they also hide our emotions. Historically, native people from many cultures 
created and wore masks for ceremonies to connect and communicate with the spirit world. Diverse cultures 
created different styles of masks based on materials available or specific beliefs. In some cultures, masks are 
thought to possess the power of healing. In others, masks are used in rites of passage rituals or used to sti-
mulate fertility, prosperity, or ensure a successful harvest. 

Masks have also been portrayed in and been inspiration for artwork for centuries. Wooden masks he viewed 
in a museum had a profound impact on the way Pablo Picasso painted faces. The raw, flat planes of the 
wood were one of the main inspirations for Cubism; an early 20th century art movement, pioneered by Pi-
casso and George Braque. While masks are a way to disguise who we are, artists can also use them to make 
the viewer think about the identity of someone in a work of art.  

Examples: As far back as the Romans, masks were integral to the performing arts and a mosaic found in 
1824 included what became the tragedy/comedy symbol of theatre today.  Magical properties to appease the 
gods were part of a southwestern 300-500AD Mexican culture stone mask unearthed in 1921. Masks ap-
peared in European fine art like this portrait by Lorenzo Lippi from 1640 and as a crucial asset of the com-
media dell’arte performances of the 16th through the 18th  centuries. The Asian world in that same era in-
cluded Japanese Noh theatre, with all actors wearing masks. Contemporary artists are also inspired by a 
mask theme, such as this 2014 textile from Christoph Hefti.  

One more reason to enjoy this year’s Halloween creatures - what’s your favorite! 

What’s behind that mask? 

Lee Hill,  
Guest Columnist    
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH  

Dianna Parirokh 

 

Dianna has always had a deep admiration for those who can draw or paint. However, she never 
imagined that she would take on the challenge of doing it herself. 
 
She moved to Arizona 27 years ago but never got around to art. After Covid she joined the Sun 
City Grand Clay Club and took a few classes in sculpting. She picked it up easily but had an al-
lergic reaction and gave it up. She reasoned if she could pick up sculpting easily perhaps she 
could learn to draw.   
 
 

Dianna began by drawing portraits. She was coached at Artists by the Lake but gave up after a 
few months. She then enrolled in a drawing class at Palo Verde Artists, where she learned about 
the tools necessary for drawing. However, it didn’t hold her interest. 
 

In 2023, Dianna met Carree Tolle, a local artist at Ground Floor Artists, and was drawn 
to her paintings of animals. Tolle used many different mediums but the ones Dianna 
liked the most were the animals she created using acrylic ink. Dianna began private 
lessons with Tolle and worked diligently drawing animals. After a few months, Dianna started 
painting her whimsical animal drawings with acrylic ink. She had found her passion! Her 
love of animals gave her a subject matter that she thoroughly enjoys. 
 
She is currently learning calligraphy at the Sun City Calligraphy Club with the goal of 
integrating calligraphy into her art work. Dianna has also taken a few Zentangle classes 
and incorporates that into some of her art, as well. 
 
You are invited to view Dianna’s artwork which is currently on display in the showcase 
outside the Palo Verde Artists clubroom. 
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